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Maryam Abolfazli, PhD [maryama@eurasia.org] 
Dr. Maryam Abolfazli is the Middle East North Africa Director at an international development foundation in the 
USA and is affiliated with the Eurasia Foundation. She worked in Afghanistan from 2003–2004 at the Ministry of 
Irrigation, Water Resources and Environment, and has worked in and traveled to Central Asia, South Caucasus, 
Southeast Asia and Middle East.  
 
Eylem Akdeniz, PhD [eylemak@bilkent.edu.tr] 
Dr. Eylem Akdeniz is Associate Professor at Istanbul Kemerburgaz University Department of Political Science and 
Public Administration. Dr. Eylem Akdeniz received her Ph.D. degree at the Department of Political Science at 
Bilkent University on the topic of the sociology of Turkish opinion-producers during the 1990s.  Eylem Akdeniz 
worked as a teaching assistant at several private universities in Ankara, Turkey. Dr. Akdeniz’s research interests 
include Turkish political thought, Middle Eastern politics, sociology of opinion producers, and sociology of 
literature.  Dr. Akdeniz writes opinion pieces for several Turkish newspapers and regularly contributes to Circassia 
monthly Jineps. She held a chair in the editorial board of the semi-academic journal Doğudan (from the East) and 
became focused on the politics of Israel. Some selected publications of Dr. Akdeniz include: “Genesis and Structure 
of Turkey’s Political Field: Towards a Relational Political Sociology of Nationalism,” Turkish Studies, vol. 12, no. 
3, September 2011 (with Emrah Göker); “Turkish Democracy Today: Elections, Protest and Stability in an Islamic 
Society, by Ali Çarkoğlu and Ersin Kalaycıoğlu,” Mediterranean Politics, 13/1 (2008) (with Necip Yıldız). 
 
Sanaz Alasti, JD, SJD [salasti@lamar.edu] 
Dr. Sanaz Alasti is Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice at Lamar University, Texas State University System. She 
is the author of several books on criminal law, the criminal justice system, comparative punishment practices and 
rituals, and criminology. In addition to her professional experience as a post-doctorate at Harvard University School 
of Law (2010–2012), she is the recipient of the Teaching Appreciation Award from Criminal Justice Department, 
Heald College, San Francisco (2010); the Merit Scholarship, Golden Gate University School of Law (2004); the 
Graduate Student Award, Criminology Department, Tehran University (2003); and the Top Student Award, Allame 
Tabatabaee University School of Law (2001).  Alasti attended numerous conferences in the US, Middle East and 
Europe to discuss the arbitrariness of capital punishment. She has recently been invited to Italy as a lecturer to 
provide instruction to military officers, legal advisors, political and policy advisors on Middle Eastern criminal 
justice systems at a seminar hosted by NATO School.  Her interviews have been featured in the magazines such as 
the New Yorker and the Examiner.  
 
Michal Allon-Livnat, PhD [michal.allon@gmail.com]  
Dr. Michal Allon-Livnat is a senior teacher at the Division of Foreign Languages at Tel Aviv University, Israel. She 
is the coordinator of English courses in the Faculty of Social Science, where she teaches English and academic 
literacy. She received her B.A. in Philosophy and English Linguistics from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Israel. Her M.A. and Ph.D. in Linguistics are from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she wrote 
her dissertation on "Focus Constructions in Somali."  Her article "Disempowerment by Design: The Trials and 
Tribulations of Language Teachers at Tel Aviv University” was published in the book Precarious Employment - 
Systematic Exclusion and Exploitation in the Labor Market (Edited by Mishori and Maor in 2012). In this chapter 
she recounted her experience and her activities as a member of the Union of Junior Academic Staff, and a member 
of the negotiation team with the management of Tel Aviv University.  
 
Abigail Appleton, MA, MLS [aappleto@aucegypt.edu] 
Ms. Abigail Appleton is Senior Librarian/Instruction and Reference Librarian at the American University in Cairo 
where she is also completing her Master of Arts in Political Science/International Relations. Her research interests 
include the effectiveness of peacekeeping operations, United Nations reform, and the use and organization of 
information within conflict settings. She also has a great interest in the future of Egypt. 
 
 
 



Maysam Behravesh, PhD candidate [Maysam.Behravesh@svet.lu.se] 
Maysam Behravesh is a PhD Candidate, Political Science at Lund University, Sweden, with an MA (Honors) in 
British Studies from the University of Tehran in Iran. He has been on the editorial board of the international politics 
website e-International Relations (e-IR) since February 2011, and is also a Contributing Editor for the peer-
reviewed journal Asian Politics & Policy (APP). His research interests centre broadly around Middle Eastern and 
Central Asian politics and history with a special focus upon Iran and its relations with the West, foreign policy 
analysis (FPA), political psychology of nuclear proliferation, and human rights discourse. Among his publications 
are “A Crisis of Confidence Revisited: Iran-West Tensions and Mutual Demonization” (APP, 2011), “The 
Formative Years of Anglo-Iranian Relations (1907–1953): Colonial Scramble for Iran and Its Political Legacy” 
(DOMES, 2012), “Downgrading Iranian-British Relations: The Anatomy of a Folly” (OpenDemocracy, 2012), 
“Revolt in Syria: An Alternative View from Iran” (IR Diplomacy, 2011), and “Iran’s Syria Gamble: Losing the War, 
Losing the Peace” (e-IR, 2012). Before joining the Department of Political Science at Lund University, Maysam was 
working as an editor and translator for various governmental and non-governmental organizations in Iran, including 
the English news network Press TV and Tehran International Studies and Research Institute (TISRI).      
 
Alon Ben-Meir, PhD [alon@alonben-meir.com] 
Dr. Alon Ben Meir is Professor and Senior Fellow at New York University’s Center for Global Affairs and Senior 
Fellow at the World Policy Institute. Dr. Ben-Meir is an expert on Middle East politics and affairs, specializing in 
international negotiations. For the past 17 years, Ben-Meir has been directly involved in various negotiations 
between Israel and its neighboring countries. Ben-Meir hosts “Global Leaders: Conversations with Alon Ben-Meir,” 
a speaking series of debates and conversations with top policy-makers from around the world held each semester at 
NYU. He also regularly briefs at the U.S. State Department for the International Visitors Program. Ben-Meir writes 
weekly articles, including columns in the Jerusalem Post and the Huffington Post. His articles have appeared in 
scores of newspapers, magazines and websites including the Middle East Times, American Chronicle, the Political 
Quarterly, the Harvard Review, and many other publications. He has been featured on networks such as ABC, Al 
Jazeera (English and Arabic), Al Arabiya, al Hurrah, CNN, and Russia Today. He has authored seven books related 
to Middle East and is currently working on a new book about the psychological dimensions of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Dr. Ben-Meir holds a master’s degree in philosophy and a doctorate in international relations from Oxford 
University.  
 
Lina Beydoun, PhD [lbeydoun@adelphi.edu] 
Dr. Lina Beydoun is a Brookings Doha Center and Qatar University Joint Fellow. Since 2008, she has been an 
Assistant Professor in the Sociology Department at Adelphi University in New York. Previously, she taught at 
George Mason University and managed their Global Humanities Action and International Development programs in 
the Center for Global Education. She was also lecturer in the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies at Wayne State 
University. Her work and publications focus on human rights, migration, and citizenship in the Arab region and 
Sub-Saharan Africa. She has completed extensive research on Lebanese migration to Sierra Leone and is currently 
examining the effects of the Arab Spring on minority rights in Egypt and Kuwait.  Beydoun has a PhD in sociology 
and international law from the American University of Beirut. 
 
Eric Bordenkircher, PhD candidate [eborden@ucla.edu] 
Eric Bordenkircher is a doctoral candidate in Islamic Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles where he 
is working on his dissertation: “Kings, Queens, Rooks Candidacy and Pawns: Deciphering Lebanon’s Political 
Chessboard – How political agreements are reached in the Lebanese milieu.” He is an affiliate at the Center for Arab 
and Middle East Studies at the American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon. He has delivered numerous papers 
about Lebanon and the Lebanese milieu at national and international conferences and currently has a publication 
under peer review about the Lebanon’s political system entitled “Defying the odds? Lebanon and the Arab Spring.” 
He works as a rapporteur in UCLA’s Center for Middle East Development on a project sponsored by the Center in 
Doha, Qatar. He also works for the UCLA as a lecturer, teaching assistant coordinator, teaching assistant, and tutor. 
He is the recipient of several grants and scholarships including: The Project on Middle East Political Science Travel 
Grant, The Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for Arabic (AUB), The Graduate Summer Research 
Fellowship, The Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for Persian (UCLA and The Ohio State University), 
and several Islamic Studies fellowships.  
 
 
 



Bahar Senem Çevik-Ersaydı, PhD [bsenem@hotmail.com] 
B. Senem Çevik-Ersaydı is Assistant Professor at Ankara University’s Center for the Study and Research of Political 
Psychology and has been focusing on Turkish identity politics during the Arab Uprisings. She attended several 
programs on media and terrorism at the NATO COE-DAT and holds a certificate from the Stanford University 
Political Psychology Summer Program. Çevik-Ersaydı is an associate member of the International Dialogue 
Initiative (IDI) and has contributed to the bi-annual IDI reports. In 2008 she participated in a field research as 
project assistant on the socio-political perceptions of the southeastern population in Turkey and in 2009 another 
research on Turkish immigrants in Belgium both conducted by Bahçeşehir University. She has three edited books in 
Turkish with the most recent being “The New World Order, Arab Spring and Turkey” compiled of articles by 
Vamik D. Volkan, Professor Emeritus, Farrokh Negahdar, Political Activist and Mehmet Şahin, Professor of 
International Relations. Dr.  Çevik-Ersaydı recently published a co-authored report on the psycho politics of the 
Turkish-Syrian conflict and has organized various conferences and workshops under the auspices of Ankara 
University.  
 
Yiyi Chen, PhD [yiyi.chen@pku.edu.cn] 
Dr. Yiyi Chen is Director of the Institute for Hebrew and Jewish Studies at Peking University. Chen has been one of 
the leading Biblical scholars in China, and recently, pioneers the field of Middle Eastern Peace Studies at Shanghai 
Jiaotong University. Chen is the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Sino-Western Communications in the US. He was 
a Visiting Professor in Graduate Theological Union (2008–2010) and the University of California at Berkeley 
(2006–2007). He also serves as a Peer-review College Member of England’s Arts and Humanities Research Council. 
Chen is the author of several books, among them, the Chinese college standard textbook Introduction to the Hebrew 
Bible (Peking University Press, 2011) and Textual and Archaeological Background of the Hebrew Bible (Kunlun 
Press, 2006). His Chinese translation of A. B. Yehoshua’s Hebrew novel Three Days and a Child was awarded the 
annual prize by Israel’s Institute for the Translation of Hebrew Literature in 1994. Chen heads several Chinese 
government commissioned projects related to Jewish Studies, the Bible, Israel and the Middle East. He leads the 
only Chinese think tank initiative to publish a Middle East Peace Index at Shanghai Jiaotong University. 
 
Robert Crane, PhD [qfisinfo@qfis.edu.qa] 
Dr. Robert Crane (also known as Faruq 'Abd al Haqq) is Professor at Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies and a life-
long expert in long-range global forecasting for government and industry, with professional work ranging from his 
Directorship for Third World Studies at the Hudson Institute to his current position in 2012 at the Qatar Foundation 
in Doha as Director of the Center for the Study of Contemporary Muslim Societies. In 1962, he became one of the 
four co-founders of the first foreign affairs think-tank in Washington, the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies. He was the principal foreign policy adviser from 1962 to 1967 for Richard Nixon. In 1981, President 
Ronald Reagan appointed him U.S. Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates. He is a founding president of the 
Harvard International Law Society and editor-in-chief of its journal, and headed a project for the U.S. Supreme 
Court on the constitutionality of international law. Since 1982, Dr. Crane has worked as head of his own think-tanks 
on developing global ethics as a framework for peace, prosperity, and freedom through the interfaith harmony of 
normative and compassionate justice. In this capacity he has published several hundred professional articles and four 
books primarily on normative Islamic jurisprudence, including the first textbook ever written on Islam and Muslims, 
an 800-page, two-volume work that he and Mohammad Ali Chaudry completed in 2011 as the Chairman and 
President, respectively, of the Center for Understanding Islam. 
 
Lawrence Davidson, PhD [ldavidson1945@msn.com] 
Dr. Lawrence Davidson is Professor of History, West Chester University in Pennsylvania. His academic work is 
focused on the history of American foreign relations with the Middle East. Many of Dr. Davidson’s recent articles 
have appeared in Logos, an on-line journal for which he is a contributing editor. In March 2012 his book, Cultural 
Genocide, was published by Rutgers University Press. His other books include: Islamic Fundamentalism-An 
Introduction (Greenwood Press). An updated third edition of this work published by ABC-Clio, will appeared in 
2013; Privatizing America’s National Interest (University Press of Kentucky, 2009); America’s Palestine: Popular 
and Official Perceptions from Balfour to Israeli Statehood (University Press of Florida, 2001); and with Arthur 
Goldschmidt, published the eighth edition of A Concise History of the Middle East (Westview Press, 2006 and 
2012). The Concise History is probably the most widely used textbook on Middle East history in the United States. 
At Georgetown University Dr. Davidson studied modern European intellectual history under the Palestinian ex-
patriot Professor Hisham Sharabi. Many of his articles appear in the early issues of the Journal of Palestine Studies 
edited by Professor Sharabi.  



Jerome Drevon, PhD candidate [jerome.drevon@durham.ac.uk or jerome.drevon@gmail.com] 
Jerome Drevon is a doctoral candidate at Durham University in the United Kingdom where he specializes in the 
study of Islamist armed groups in the Middle East. He is a Junior Research Fellow of the Swiss National Science 
Foundation (SNSF) and his research interests lie in Security Studies and Social Movement Studies. He is currently 
focusing on the evolution of Islamist armed groups in ideologies and practices. His PhD is centered in particular on 
the evolution of two Egyptian militant groups, the al-Jama'ah al-Islamiyah (Islamic Group) and Jama'ah/Tandhim al-
Jihad (The Jihad Group/Organization). He interviewed most of their leaders and senior members during his stay in 
Egypt, as well as dozens of militants and sympathizers. He has recently presented preliminary results of his research 
in conferences in several British universities and in Australia and intends to publish them shortly. Before joining the 
academia, Jerome has extensively travelled the region and lived in Egypt, Lebanon, the occupied Palestinian 
territories and Syria. In this context, he worked in several NGOs and research centers in Europe and in the Middle 
East, where he acquainted himself with the academic study of armed violence as well as with Human Rights law. 
 
Taef el-Azhari, PhD [taef.azhari@qu.edu.qa] 
Dr. Taef el-Azhari is Associate Professor of International Affairs at Qatar University. His specialization is the 
Saljuqs history of Syria and his research and teaching interests include: Middle East Studies, Crusades, International 
Affairs, Ayyubid history, Women in Islam, Zengids, and Saljuqid/Turkmen history. His most recent and 
forthcoming works include: “The Career of Balak the Artukid, in Orientalia Lovaniensia Anylecta. vol. VII” 
(Belgium), “The Power of Eunuchs in the Fatimid dynasty 909–1171” (Hawwa, Brill), and the book, Zangi and the 
Muslim response to the Crusades, 1084–1146 (Edinburgh University Press). He has taught courses on: History of 
Medieval Egypt 640–1171 A.D.; Islamic Civilization in English and Arabic Language; Abbasid history; Saljuq; 
Fatimid history and the Crusades; and Middle Eastern history. Dr. el-Azhari is a member of the Society of the Study 
of the Crusades and the Latin East, England–U.S.A.; the Society for the Medieval Mediterranean, Leeds University–
England; the American Historical Association; and the Japan Association for Middle Eastern Studies; and is a 
research fellow at Leiden University. He has lectured and presented at many international conferences and has been 
sought for academic consulting on many multimedia ventures: He has been an advisor to the documentary series 
Crusades: The Crescent and The Cross with Lion Television for the History Channel, for a report titled Crusades 
and Modern Middle East for CBS News/60 Minutes, Islam and the Mediterranean and The Crusades—both for the 
BBC, and a documentary about Al Jazeera in 2011. He is the author of the 1997 book “The Saljuqs of Syria During 
the Crusades 463–549” (Klaus Schwarz, Berlin), and is the recipient of several grants and scholarships including a 
Fulbright Commission in Egypt and CIES. 
 
Hend Eltaweel, MA [h_end@aucegypt.edu] 
Hend Eltaweel, MA, is Administrative Assistant, Office of the Dean, American University in Cairo. Ms. Eltaweel 
has been working under the supervision of GAPP Founding Dean, Ambassador Nabil Fahmy since 2010. Eltweel 
attained her Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration with Minor in Political Science at AUC in 2008 where she 
is currently pursuing MA in Middle East Studies.  Eltaweel is interested in Middle East politics with special focus 
on political Islam, Islamic revolution in Iran and the role of religion in mobilizing societies. Despite her young age 
she has carried several travels across Europe, Asia, the Middle East and the U.S. She plays an active role as student 
liaison at the Committee for Middle East Studies at AUC. Ms. Eltaweel is to start working on her dissertation in fall 
of 2013 presenting a comparative schema between the Iranian Revolution and cases from the Arab Spring. 
 
Amitai Etzioni, PhD [etzioni@gwu.edu] 
Dr. Amitai Etzioni is University Professor and Professor of International Affairs and Director of the Institute for 
Communitarian Policy Studies at George Washington University. In 2001, he was named among the top 100 
American intellectuals as measured by academic citations in Richard Posner's book, Public Intellectuals: A Study of 
Decline. After receiving his Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of California, Berkeley in 1958, Etzioni served 
as a Professor of Sociology at Columbia University for 20 years; part of that time as the chairman of the department. 
He was a guest scholar at the Brookings Institution in 1978 before serving as a senior advisor to the White House 
from 1979–1980. He has served as the Thomas Henry Carroll Ford Foundation Professor at the Harvard Business 
School, as the president of the American Sociological Association, and was the founding president of the 
International Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics. In 1990, he founded the Communitarian Network, a 
not-for-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to shoring up the moral, social and political foundations of 
society. He was the editor of The Responsive Community: Rights and Responsibilities from 1991–2004 and has 
authored 24 books. In 1991, the press began referring to Dr. Etzioni as the "guru" of the communitarian movement 
and can be seen and heard frequently in the media. In 2001 he was awarded the John P. McGovern Award in 



Behavioral Sciences, as well as the Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany. He 
was the recipient of the Seventh James Wilbur Award for Extraordinary Contributions to the Appreciation and 
Advancement of Human Values by the Conference on Value Inquiry, and the Sociological Practice Association's 
Outstanding Contribution Award. 
 
Amir Abbas Fakhravar [info@fakhravar.com] 
Amir A. Fakhravar is Research Fellow and Visiting Lecturer at the Washington-based Institute of World Politics, 
President of the Iranian Freedom Institute and founder of Confederation of Iranian Students. He is the recipient of 
Annie Taylor award, contributor to the Iranian newspapers Khordad and Mosharekat and author of “Still, the Scraps 
of Prisons” (2005), “This Place is not a Ditch!” (2000), and “The Greenest Eyes on Earth” (1998).  As a political 
prisoner, his treatments in the Iran’s notorious Evin prison was described by Amnesty International as first known 
example of "white torture" in Iran. In 2006 he settled in the US and met with President Bush, members of congress, 
scholars, and policy makers to discuss the atrocities of the Islamic Republic. Fakhravar has testified before the 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee of the US Senate (July 2006) and the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee (April 2011) addressing US-IRAN relations and Iran Nuclear Program. Amir Fakhravar has 
briefed members of several parliaments all around the world including UK, Canada, EU, Finland, Germany, Italy 
and Israel on Iran issues specially sanctions on Iran's Oil and Central Bank. In February 2012 he was invited to 
address the 12th Annual Herzliya Conference and the Knesset. He spoke at a panel with Vaclav Havel, Natan 
Sharansky and Jose Maria Aznar at the International Democracy and Security conference in Prague in June 2007.  
 
Chris Ferrero, PhD [ferrerch@shu.edu] 
Dr. Chris Ferrero is Visiting Faculty at the Whitehead School of Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton 
Hall University in South Orange, New Jersey. Dr. Ferrero specializes in Iran, US-Iran relations, the role of Islam in 
foreign policy, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He earned a Master of Arts degree with Honors in National 
Security Studies from the Georgetown University Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service in 2003 and his PhD 
in 2011 from the University of Virginia. He has taught classes on the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process at the 
graduate level and courses on Iran and US Involvement in the Middle East at the undergraduate level. One of his 
main interests is developing new policy approaches that empower political moderates in Israel and Palestine and 
help break the longstanding impasse between the two sides.  
  
Ali Zeynel Gokpinar, MA [gokpinar@brandeis.edu] 
Ali Zeynel Gokpinar is Columnist for the Open Democracy’s Arab Awakening Project, Department of Coexistence 
and Conflict, Brandeis University. His 2012 master’s thesis: Coptic Ethnopolitical Mobilization on the Road to and 
Beyond January 25 Revolution was accepted with honors. He was an IIE/Fulbright Fellow and recently worked as 
an administrative assistant for the Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution. He also worked as a research assistant 
for the Migration Research Program at Koc University and was a visiting research fellow at the Center for 
Civilization Studies & Dialogue of Cultures, Cairo University from February to April 2012 as well as a research 
assistant at Istanbul Sehir University. His other fellowships and awards include the Turkish Petrol Foundation 
Scholarship, Turkish National Culture Foundation, the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey, 
Travel Grant for Summer School at University of Oxford, and Istanbul Sehir University Residence Scholarship for 
graduate studies. His working papers and 2012 presentations include “Post–2003 Iraq: Chosen Traumas, Competing 
Victimhood, and the Logic of Violence” and “Turkish Soft Power in the Middle East: Turkish NGOs and Turkish 
Mediation” presented in Istanbul and Cairo respectively. 
 
Alessandra González, PhD [Alessandra_Gonzales@baylor.edu] 
Dr. Alexandra González is ISR Research Fellow, Baylor University and Post-Doctoral Research Associate, John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice at City University of New York. Her forthcoming book is Islamic Feminism in Kuwait: 
The Politics and Paradoxes (Palgrave Macmillan Press, 2011). González became a research fellow at the Institute 
for the Studies of Religion at Baylor University in central Texas. She received her PhD and MA degrees in 
Sociology from Baylor University and received a BA in Sociology and Policy Studies from Rice University. She is 
the principal investigator of the Islamic Social Attitudes Survey Project, a study in conjunction with Baylor’s 
Institute for the Studies of Religion on Islamic Religiosity and Social Attitudes, including Women’s Rights Attitudes 
in the Arab Gulf Region. She has forthcoming book chapters in “Women’s Encounter with Globalization” 
(Frontpage Publications) and “Islam and International Relations: Mutual Perceptions” (Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing), articles in the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, the Annual Review of the Sociology of 
Religion, and an op-ed on Islamic Feminism in the Dallas Morning News. She has presented her research at the 



Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy’s Conference on “The Rights of Women in Islam,” the American 
Council for the Study of Islamic Societies, the Dialogue of Civilizations Conference hosted by the Institute for 
Interfaith Dialogue in Houston, the Gulf Research Conference at the University of Exeter, among others.  
 
Susmit Kumar, PhD [susmitk1@gmail.com] 
Dr. Susmit Kumar is President of Kumar Consultancy, US. He received his doctorate in 1992 from Pennsylvania 
State University. Before coming to the United States, he was selected in the prestigious Indian Administrative 
Service and did its training at the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie, India. He is 
the author of “The Modernization of Islam and the Creation of a Multipolar World Order” (Booksurge, January 
2008), “Casino Capitalism: The Collapse Of The US Economy And The Transition To Secular Democracy In The 
Middle East” (iUniverse, 2012), and “Karma, Mind, and Quest for Happiness: The Concrete and Accurate Science 
of Infinite Truth” (iUniverse, 2012). The first book was an extension of his 1995 article published in Global Times, 
Denmark. In this article, based on the analysis of the social, political and religion environments in the Middle East, 
Dr. Kumar predicted the global rise of Islamic militancy due to the 1980s US intervention in Afghanistan, takeover 
of Middle East and North African Islamic countries (including Saudi Arabia) by fundamentalist Muslims which may 
result in a temporary revival of Caliphate system and also its final outcome. In a 1996 article he wrote, "Afghanistan 
was a Waterloo for the U.S.S.R. but it might become a Frankenstein for the U.S." 
 
Maria Frederika Malmström, PhD [maria.malmstrom@globalstudies.gu.se] 
Dr. Maria Frederika Malmström is Researcher for North Africa in the Conflict, Security and Democratic 
Transformation Cluster at the Nordic Africa Institute. She is also a Senior lecturer at School of Global Studies 
University of Gothenburg. Since 2010 she is a visiting scholar, 2010–2012, at the Center for the Study of Gender 
and Sexuality at New York University and from 2012 Performance Studies, Tisch School of the Arts. Additionally, 
she is a gender consultant (UNFPA, UNICEF and others), and member of several academic/policy networks, e.g. 
Think Tank for Arab Women and the Nordic Network – FOKO – Research about female circumcision. She has a 
PhD in Social Anthropology, School of Global Studies, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 2009 and a MA, Social 
Anthropology, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Gothenburg, Sweden 2000. Malmström received 
her PhD from the School of Global Studies, Social Anthropology, University of Gothenburg, Sweden. Her 
dissertation examined how female gender identity is continually created and re-created in Egypt through a number 
of daily practices, of which female circumcision is central. The study explored how the subject is made through the 
interplay of global hegemonic structures of power and the most intimate sphere, which has been exposed in the 
international arena. 
 
Peter Mameli, PhD [pmameli@jjay.cuny.edu] 
Dr. Peter Mameli is Associate professor with the Department of Public Management at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice, City University of New York. He has served as the director of the Protection Management program, 
coordinator of the undergraduate Public Administration program, and director of the Saturday Master of Public 
Administration program, at different times while at John Jay College. Dr. Mameli's current research interests include 
studying the impacts of globalization processes on public administration, transnational crime and the oversight of 
public sector organizations. His recent projects have focused on such topics as government surveillance operations, 
national data protection authorities, international crime statistics and transnational human trafficking. Some of his 
articles have appeared in Law & Policy, Critical Issues in Justice and Politics, International Public Management 
Journal, The Public Manager, and, Human Rights Review. In 2011 Dr. Mameli and his co-authors published, 
Security and Privacy: Global Standards for Ethical Identity Management in Contemporary Liberal Democratic 
States. His research focuses on the ethical dimensions of identity management technology – electronic surveillance, 
the mining of personal data, and profiling – in the context of transnational crime and global terrorism. The ethical 
challenge at the heart of this book is to establish an acceptable and sustainable equilibrium between two central 
moral values in contemporary liberal democracies, security and privacy.   

Pervez Mohsin [pervez.mohsin@nu.edu.pk] 
Pervez Mohsin is Lecturer, Department of Sciences & Humanities, National University of Computer & Emerging 
Sciences. He has taught undergraduate courses covering Global History, World Religions, and International 
Relations. His published articles discuss World Politics, Education, and various topics in Science and Technology - 
as he further specializes in Computer Logic and Electronics. 



Bessma Momani, PhD [bmomani@uwaterloo.ca] 
Dr. Bessma Momani has a Ph.D. in political science with a focus on international political economy. She is associate 
professor at the Balsillie School of International Affairs at the University of Waterloo. Dr. Momani is a Fellow at the 
Brookings Institution and the Centre for International Governance and Innovation. She is a Fulbright Scholar and a 
Visiting Associate at Georgetown University’s Mortara Center. Momani is the recipient of a number of research and 
writing awards funded by Canada’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research Center, the University of Waterloo’s 
Lois Claxton Humanities and Social Sciences Endowment Fund Award.  Dr. Momani has authored and co-edited 
over six books including: “Targeted Transnationals: The State, the Media, and Arab Canadians” (UBC Press, 2013); 
“Shifting GeoEconomic Power of the Gulf” (Ashgate, 2011); “From Desolation to Reconstruction: Iraq’s Troubled 
Journey” (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2010); “Canada and the Middle East” (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 
2007); “IMF-Egyptian Negotiations” (American University of Cairo Press, 2006); and “Twentieth-Century World 
History” (Thomson-Nelson, 2006). She is also the author of over 45 scholarly journal articles and book chapters.  
She is a frequent contributor to The Huffington Post, The Globe and Mail, The National, National Post, Embassy 
Magazine and Toronto Star and has a blog on cigionline.org and opencanada.org.  
 
Alan L. Moss, PhD [moss3@verizon.net] 
Dr. Alan Moss is a forensic economist and author of books of non-fiction and fiction.  As Senior Consultant for 
Employment Research Corporation, Ann Arbor, Michigan, Dr. Moss has directed teams concerning requirements of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act, prevailing wage statutes, and the development and use of labor market information.  
He has prepared and delivered expert reports and testimony on behalf of attorneys representing corporate clients and 
workers.  Prior to his work in forensics, Moss was Chief Economist and Director of Wage Determinations for the 
U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division, and Chief of Labor Market Information for the DOL’s 
Employment and Training Administration.  During his 35-year career with the Labor Department, he served as an 
American Political Science Association Congressional Fellow in the U.S. Senate and led a government employment 
planning project under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act.  Moss received a PhD in the Economics of Human 
Resources, with a Minor in Political Science, from the Catholic University of America.  In recent years, he has 
focused on his writing, including three published Op Eds and four books.  His non-fiction offerings include Selling-
Out America’s Democracy (Praeger, 2008) and Employment Opportunity: Outlook, Reason and Reality (Prentice 
Hall, 2000). Dr. Moss’ novels are in the thriller genre, spinning sophisticated tales of conspiracies involving national 
and international issues.  Island of Betrayal (Gauthier, 2010) involves a conspiracy to sell an untested stem cell cure 
for diabetes on the black market and Insidious Deception (Whiskey Creek Press, 2013) a plot to corner the market 
for rare earth minerals and launch a U.S. Senator into the White House by manipulating Middle East politics during 
the Arab Spring.   
 
Aylin Ünver Noi, PhD [aylinnoi@yahoo.com] 
Dr. Aylin Ünver Noi is Assistant Professor at the Department of International Relations, Gedik University and 
author of The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and the Broader Middle East and North Africa Initiative: Competing 
or Complementary Projects? (University Press of America, 2011) and Avrupa’da Yükselen Milliyetcilik - The Rise 
of Nationalism in Europe (published in Turkish by IQ Publishers, Istanbul, 2007) as well as several articles on Iran’s 
nuclear program, Iran and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the European Union’s and United States’ foreign 
policy approaches to Iran and transatlantic relationship. Her 2011 book, The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and 
Broader Middle East and North Africa Initiative: Competing or Complementary Projects, examines the respective 
aims and interests of the European Union and the United States in the Middle East and North Africa with a special 
focus on a comparison of the EU-led Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and the US-led Broader Middle East and 
North Africa Initiative to answer the question: Are the EMP and BMENA competing or complementary projects? In 
2012 she published three articles about the Arab Spring in the Mediterranean Quarterly, Middle East Review of 
International Affairs and Ortadogu Analiz and also presented ‘Arab Spring and Its Effects on Regional Alignments’, 
Arab Spring: Getting It Right, at the annual conference of Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy in 
Washington, DC. Her latest book Islam and Democracy: The Perspectives on the Arab Spring is soon to be released 
by Cambridge Scholars Publishing.   
 
Josef Olmert, PhD [DrJOlmert@gmail.com] 
Dr. Josef Olmert is Adjunct Professor at the University of South Carolina. He is former peace negotiator, political 
insider, author, as well as a seasoned public speaker. As Director of the Government Press Office and Advisor to 
then-Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir during the first Gulf War and the International Peace Conference in Madrid, he 
secured press relations for Israel with the Soviet Union and China, and represented the Prime Minister in numerous 



conferences and appearances in the United States, Great Britain, Australia, China, Russia, Japan and South Africa, 
among others. His media experience has included penning a political column for Israel’s largest circulation daily, 
Yediot Aharonot, as well as The Jerusalem Post, and numerous appearances on radio and TV programs at home and 
abroad. His latest book Syria; The End of Stability without Legitimacy is to be published this year.  
  
Hillery Roach, MA [hilleryroach@gmail.com] 
Ms. Hillery Roach is completing her graduate degree at The American University in Cairo, Egypt. Her scholarly 
focus areas are grassroots politics in Egypt, water resource management in the Middle East, US-Egyptian relations, 
and Security Studies. She has presented papers on the above topics at regional and international conferences and has 
published in two books on water conflict. In 2012 she (with co-authors Ward, Teagan & Roach) published Hydro 
Politics and Water Security in the Nile and Jordan River Basins. Water Resource Conflicts and International 
Security: A Global Perspective. She is an active member of the Advisory Board IPSA Research Committee 35. Her 
other educational credentials include degrees from the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland, and the 
University of Northern Iowa where she focused on political science, international relations, ethics and religion. 
 
Paul Rowe, PhD [Paul.Rowe@twu.ca] 
Dr. Paul Rowe is Associate Professor and Chairman, Department of History, Geography, and Political and 
International Studies at Trinity Western University (TWU) and coordinator of the International Studies program.  
Prior to his appointment at TWU he taught at the University of Western Ontario and Queen’s University. His areas 
of expertise include: Middle Eastern Politics; Religion and Politics; Developing World Politics, International 
Politics; and Christian Minorities in the Middle East. His most recent book, Religion and Global Politics (Oxford 
University Press Canada), was published in 2012. Dr. Rowe grew up in Ontario, Canada and completed degrees at 
the University of Toronto and Dalhousie University prior to doctoral work in Political Science at McGill University, 
which he completed in 2003.  His doctoral dissertation focused upon the politics of Christian minority communities 
in Middle Eastern states. He has spent extended time in the Middle East and South Asia and continues to study the 
politics of religious groups in developing countries and at the global level. He comments on a variety of issues in 
international politics, the developing world, the Middle East, and the politics of religion.  He maintains an 
occasional blog at TWU on religion and politics and supports the work of a number of local charitable initiatives. 
 
Jerome M. Segal, PhD [jsegal@umd.edu] 
Dr. Jerome Segal, who is widely considered a leading “out of the box” policy innovator, is Director of The Peace 
Consultancy Project at the University of Maryland, and the founder and president of The Jewish Peace Lobby, with 
4,000 members—including 400 Rabbis. Dr. Segal holds a PhD in Philosophy from the University of Michigan and a 
MPA from the Hubert Humphrey School of Public Affairs, Univ. of Minnesota. He taught for several years at the 
Philosophy Department of the University of Pennsylvania. Subsequently he shifted from the academic world to 
government, starting as an aide to Congressman Donald M. Fraser when the Congressman was part of the US 
Delegation to the United Nations. He then worked for the Congress, serving as the Administrator of a House Budget 
Committee Task Force. Later he worked for the US Agency for International Development, first as Coordinator for 
the Near East and then as Senior Advisor for Agency Planning. In 1987, Dr. Segal was a member of the first 
American-Jewish delegation to meet with the PLO leadership in Tunis. In 1988 his writings in Al-Quds and other 
publications played a catalytic role in promoting the Palestinian Declaration of Independence—issued in Algiers in 
November 1988. He also played a role in back-channel contacts that led to the opening of the US-PLO dialogue in 
December 1988. Dr. Segal is the author of six books and over 100 articles and op-ed pieces on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict published in The New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, and al-Quds. 
  
Ivan Sascha Sheehan, PhD [isheehan@ubalt.edu] 
Dr. Ivan Sascha Sheehan is Assistant Professor of Public and International Affairs at the University of Baltimore 
where he is Director of the Negotiation and Conflict Management graduate program and founding Co-Director of 
the Global Affairs and Human Security gradate program. His research focuses on the intersection of transnational 
terrorism, counterterrorism, and international conflict management. From 2007–2009 Sheehan served on the faculty 
of the University of Massachusetts Boston in the John W. McCormack School of Policy Studies. He is the author of 
When Terrorism and Counterterrorism Clash: The War on Terror and the Transformation of Terrorist Activity 
(2007), and contributor to The Washington Times, The Baltimore Sun, Haaretz, The Jerusalem Post, United Press 
International.  He spoke on U.S. counterterrorism efforts before diverse audiences in Europe, Harvard Law School, 
policymakers on Capitol Hill and the National Press Club. Sheehan previously taught in the International Studies 



Department at Bentley College and at Tufts University. He continues to serve on the affiliate faculty at George 
Mason University’s School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution and the M.A.I.S. Program.  
 
Sarah Tobin, PhD [sarahatobin@gmail.com] 
Dr. Sarah Tobin is a Mellon Post Doctoral Fellow in Islamic Studies, Department of Anthropology at Wheaton 
College, Norton, MA. Her expertise is in Islam, economic anthropology, and gender in the Middle East. 
Ethnographically, her work focuses on Islamic piety in the economy, especially Islamic Banking and Finance and 
during times of economic shifts. She is the author of Everyday Piety: Islam and the Economy in Amman, Jordan, 
which is currently under review at Cornell University Press. It draws on 21 months of participant observation in 
Amman, Jordan, including the first ethnographic study conducted inside an Islamic bank. She is the editor of a 
volume in progress entitled, Faith and Finance: Anthropological and Sociological Perspectives on Islamic Banking 
and Finance. This project spans anthropology, sociology, banking and finance, and Islamic studies as the first 
volume to explore the social and cultural implications of this new movement. Her latest manuscript in progress, 
Branding Islam: Islamic Symbols in Jordanian Newspapers Published in the 20th Century. She is part of an 
international, interdisciplinary team examining motivations for veiling practices of Muslim women in the U.S. She 
is pursuing new understandings of the ways that protests in Jordan have changed since the decline of the Arab 
Spring, looking at shifting structures of power and authority in religious leadership, and considering the implications 
of illiberalities in light of normative Islam. 
 
Andrew M. Wender, JD, PhD [amwender@uvic.ca] 
Dr. Andrew Wender is a Continuing Sessional Instructor in the University of Victoria’s Department of Political 
Science, where he has taught since 2006, and in the Department of History, where he has taught since 2001.  He 
holds an Interdisciplinary Ph.D. (2006) from the University of Victoria, which he completed while a Fellow at 
UVic’s Centre for Studies in Religion and Society; his Ph.D. investigated how modern, secular law’s tendency to 
transform all of reality into property in fact manifests the law’s powerful religious foundation.  Prior to undertaking 
his Ph.D., Andrew Wender completed a J.D. (1997) at the Seattle University School of Law, and became a member 
of the Washington State Bar; he also holds an Honors B.A. in History (1994) from Western Washington University.   
Andrew Wender’s teaching—for which he received UVic’s 2011 Gilian Sherwin Alumni Award for Excellence in 
Teaching—and writing focus on the historical and contemporary interconnections between politics and religion, the 
politics and history of the Middle East, political theory, and world politics and history.  Special teaching projects 
also include his fall 2012 course for UVic’s Religious Studies Program, “Religious Sectarianism in the 
Contemporary World,” and the ongoing “Religion in Society” course that he offers for UVic’s Department of 
Sociology.  Andrew Wender has published in such journals as Digest of Middle East Studies (including the recent 
2012 article, “Learning Through Upheaval: Strategies for Analyzing and Construing Emerging Socio-Political 
Transformations in the Middle East”), Implicit Religion, and Capitalism, Nature, Socialism.  He frequently serves as 
a speaker and media commentator on Middle East affairs and other global issues.  
 
Kenneth L. Wise, PhD [kenwise@bhuth.ae] 
Dr. Kenneth Wise is Director of b'huth's (Dubai Consultancy Research & Media Centre) Policy Research Division 
and advisor in the UAE’s Watani social development program. He directs b'huth conferences on national security 
and treating terrorism, participated in a tribal reconciliation in Yemen, and designed campaign workshops for 
candidates in the UAE’s first election—Federal National Council in 2006.  During the North Atlantic Treaty 
Association’s transition period, 1987 to 1995, Dr. Wise was a member of the Senior Academicians Group advising 
the NATO Information Directorate and edited the papers of that group’s 1990 conference on integrating into NATO 
the newly unified Germany and giving new emphasis to NATO’s political role in the security of Europe from the 
Atlantic to the Urals. Dr. Wise taught political science and international relations courses at Creighton University, 
Omaha, USA.  For 25 years he was Director of the Omaha Committee of the Council on Foreign Relations. He is an 
Academic Associate of the Atlantic Council of the United States—a Washington, D.C. think tank, Inter-University 
Seminar on Armed Forces and Society, and reviewer for Harvard University Press, McGraw-Hill, Journal of Armed 
Forces and Society, Policy Studies Review, International Studies Journal.   He has lectured at several national and 
international institutions including the UK Defence Academy, Council of Europe, Vienna Commission on the 
European Constitution, Council on Foreign Relations, Institute of European Studies, War Academy of Lithuania, 
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, U.S. Strategic Air Command Long Range Planning,  
 
 
 



Ido Zelkovitz, PhD [zelko@netvision.net.il] 
Dr. Ido Zelkovitz is Lecturer at the Department of Middle Eastern History & Department of Multidisciplinary 
Studies, University of Haifa, Israel. He is the author of The Fatah Movement: Islam Nationalism and Armed 
Struggle Politics [in Hebrew] (2012) and several papers and conference presentations at more than 20 international 
scholarly conferences regarding topics that range from Islamic struggles, to Palestinian political strife and 
movements, to student revolutions and peaceful solutions. Zelkovitz is an expert on Palestinian society and politics 
and Middle East history, lecturer and a research fellow at the University of Haifa’s Ezri Center for Iran & Persian 
Gulf Studies. The title of his PhD thesis was Studential Society, Culture and politics in The Palestinian National 
Movement 1952–2000. He is the recipient of the “KATEDRA” Prize from the Institute of Eretz Isreal and the 
Erasmus Mundus Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship at The Center of Methods in Social Sciences and the Institute 
of Sociology at the Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, Germany.  He is also a member of the Board of Editors for 
Ruah Mizrahit [East Wind]: Bulletin of the Israeli Oriental Society and the Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies 
Association of Israel. 
 
Radwan Ziadeh, PhD [radwan.ziadeh@gmail.com] 
Dr. Radwan Ziadeh is a Visiting Scholar at Lehigh University and Fellow at the Institute for Social Policy and 
Understanding (ISPU) in Washington D.C. Since the Syrian uprising started in March 15, 2011 he was involved in 
documenting all the human rights violations and testifying at the UN Human Rights council in Geneva and served as 
director of Foreign Relation Office for the Syrian National Council (SNC). Among positions held by Dr. Ziadeh are: 
visiting scholar at Dubai Initiative at Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, visiting scholar at The 
Institute for Middle East Studies (IMES) at Elliot School of International Affairs at George Washington University, 
Prins Global Fellow at Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies at New York University and Visiting 
Scholar at The Center for Contemporary Arab Studies (CCAS) at Georgetown University. He is the founder and 
director of the Damascus Center for Human Rights Studies in Syria and co-founder and executive director of the 
Syrian Center for Political and Strategic Studies in Washington, D.C.  He is a frequent political commentator on 
several media outlets, among them: Al-Jazeera, Al-Arabiya, B.B.C. and Al-Hurra. He also writes a bi-monthly op-ed 
for such leading Arab newspapers such as Al-Hayat. Dr. Ziadeh is the author/editor of several publications including 
his most recent book Power and Policy in Syria: Intelligence Services, Foreign Relations and Democracy in the 
Modern Middle East (I.B.Tauris, 2011). 
 


